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The Ring ſhall rejoice in God, every one that 
|  fweareth by him ſhall Glory; but the Mouth 
9 them that ſpeak Lyes, ſhall be ſtopped. 

x ÞoOVU will learn by the Title of this Plalm 


that David wrote it when he was in the Nil- 
derneſi of Fudah ; a Place of continual Dan- 
ger and Sorrow to him: There did Saul 
hunt him as a Partridge upon the Mountains: 
There did the Ziphites diſcover his Abode, and, from 
à villainous Principle that ſome call Loyalty, would 
have berrayd him to the Ravage of a greedy Court: 
There did Nabal deny him Bread, when his Army 
was juſt a ſtarving, and all the while he continued in 
that barren and dry Land, he wanted the Sanctuam of 
God, which lay heavier upon him than his other 
Afflictions: And yer, tho' he ſeems to be laid aſide 
from Devotion and Property too, driven out from abi- 
ding in the Inheritance of the Lord, and, at the ſame time 
expos d in his Perſon ; yet in this Pſalm he opens 
ſuch a Confidence, as if his Life had been ſecure, 
and his Religion unmoleſted : Which lets us ſee how 
well it is with that Soul, who hath Faith in a Pro- 
miſe; ſuch a One cannot only hope for a Turn that 
ih His Aﬀairs will take, but the Word of God hath with 
| Him both the Sweetneſs and the Credit of the Thing 
thar he is waiting for. He goes faſter than Providence 
leads him, and can taſte the Mercy before it comes. 
He takes it for granted that it will be, and he behaves 
himſelf with that Preſence of Joy as if he really had 
it. Of this Advantage is the Grace of God; it doth 
not only prepare us for a Bleſſing, but brightens ws 
* | B 25 the 


LY 


8 


The true HAPPINESS : 


the Darkneſs we are under till it comes. Tho' 
David was driven out both from the Sanctuary and 
Court, yet He ſpeaks as if he wanted none of the 
true Benefits that might have been had in either. 

For, | DE IR gs OS 


Firf, THE Work of Religion in his Soul went 
on. He gives our a large Experience both of his 
Defires towards GOD, and the Returns that were 


made from him. Tho he could nor ſee the Divine 


Power and Glory as he had done, yet his Meditation 
run out upon 4 Loving- lindneſs that was better than 
Life. His Soul was ſatisfied as with Marrow and Fat- 
neſs. His Mouth could then praiſe God with joyful lips, He 


: Ver. 5, 6, remembred him in the Night. He followed hard after him, | 


and was upheld by his right Hand; fo that whatever E- 
nemies were able to do, as Heaven it ſelf was ſure, 


the Paſſage to it was open. 


Secondly, HE ſpeaks with the ſame perſuaſion of 


bis Temporal Concerns ; not only what related to him 5 


Ver. 9 10. 


as a Saint, but what he muſt come to as a Sovereign. 
He knew that the Malice of Men could neither cheat 
him of a Treaſure in Heaven, nor of a Crown in 1ſrael 
and, therefore, at a Time when they ſeemed to have 
their full Scope againſt him, he could look to the end 
of that Noiſe and Rage. They that ſeek my Soul to de- 
ſtroy it, ſhall go into the lower parts of the Earth; They 
| ſhall fall by the Sword, and be à portion for foxes : But the 
King ſhall rejoyce in God, every one that ſweareth by him 
hall Glory, but the Mouth of them that ſpeak Lyes ſhall be 
ſtopped. He is very particular you ſee in deſcribing the 
various methods of Vengeance that the Juſtice of 
God and Man ſhall follow them with : Which I will 
not confider now, but place them under that part of 
my Text where they will beſt come in. 5 
THESE Words give us the true Glories of a Right 
Government in all its Branches. 1 


Firſt, HERE s a clean and eafie Happineſs to the 
Ruler: The King ſhall rejozce in GOD. Loon 
Secondly, 
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N Second, HERE's Security and Honour ro the 
beſt of Subjects, Every One that ſwears by him ſhall 
| Glory. And, Cs | | | : hs 7 | 1 


___ Thirdly, HERE's that which is of Abſolute Neceſ- 
ſity to the other two: A Righreous Juſtice upon all 
thoſe that are Enemies to the Conſtitution, The mouth 
of them that ſpeak Lyes (hall be flopped. © 5 
_ THESE are the Parts of the Text, and Theſe the 
Heads of that Method that I ſhall Obſerve in a Diſ- 
courſe upon it. I cannot promiſe my ſelf time enough 
to make a diſtinct Application of whar you may _ 
hear, or to ſnow you what a Reſemblance there is be- 
twixt our Concerns and David's ; but ſhall endeavour 
To lead you into thoſe Reflections as I go along, weav- 
„„ 5 ing our Story into his. „ bs Pg IP Evie, 


I. I begin with Thar Happineſs and Glory of a 
3p Right Government which relates to the Perſon of the 
XRRuler: The King ſhall rejoyce in GOD. You will here 


Land | 


1ſt. Who it is that he means by the Ring; and, 
24h. What is fignifed by his 9e ing in God. = 
1. Tho' he hath given us only the Office and not 


F the Name of the Perſon he ſpoke of, yet it is eaſie e- 
I nough to ſuppoſe who it is that he calls the King. 
f Not Saul or any of his Royal Line, but David himſelf. 


That which makes the Expreſſion a little difficult is, 
Why he ſhould take the Title before he got the Throne. 
If this Pſalm was given out in the Days when he penn'd 
it; if he ſuffered it to go abroad for the Comfort 
and Eftabliſhment of thoſe who had ſet their hope in 
God, and favoured his Righteous Cauſe, it would lay 
iim open to more Danger. They that were againſt 
the Succeſſion would inflame the Difference betwixt 
the Court and Him. If it raiſed the Envy of Saul to 
hear him commended as a General, it muſt puſh him a 
5 FT B 2 great 


: — . ͤ Cs in es ß En, . 


* 


— — — 22." —— 
** — r Bs 


Ihe true HAppiINEsSS 
reat deal further into the Quarrel, to read a Pſalm 
| where he calls himſelf a King. There's no doubt of ir, 
= bur this Divine Compoſure would at that time be re- 
= preſented as a Seditious Paper, and it is not the only | 
8 nſtance where the Spirit of God hath been thought | 
1 do ſpeak Treaſon. 25 11 Me ; 


_BUT theſe are poor and little Things with a 

| Soul that lives in Heaven. David, whoſe Mind had 

Wo lock'd itſelf in the Promiſe and Power of God, was 

My not to have his Joys intangled by Forms of Speech : 

f He that had told him of a Throne, taught him how ro 


f ſpeak of it before-hand : He had rhe Phraſe where he ' 
hi had the Title. GOD had rejected Saul from being ; 
i = L King over Iſrael, and had given the Government to | | 
nn David; and tho' this happened ſeveral Years before 4 
' the Change was brought about; yet it is a Glory be- 
Rom. iv. longing to the Divine Nature, to call Things which are 
17 mot as tho they were: And it is an Argument of this i 
ff good Man's Faith that he hath no Diffidence of the 1 
I! Great Event, tho' his Caſe was ſo unhappy now 5 ; 
[1 when he is hiding or flying from the Force of an Ar- 

| my; when he is begging for Bread whilſt he lived in | 


if thar loſe and dangerous Way, the Promiſe could 
lead his Eyes thro all the Gloom of Life to an Eſcape, 


P. xxvii. to a Throne, to an Empire. I had fainted, unleſs I 
l! 13. had believed to ſee the Goodneſs of the Lord in the Land f 
| HE could nor mean Saul, when he ſaid, The Ring 
ſhall rejoyce in the Lord; that was far from being true 

| of him; a Man hurried and plagued with an Evil Spi- 


rit, Whoſe Envy eat out his Peace, and deſtroyed the 


=. very Form of Religion; who lived in an open Neg- 
1 | tect of Worſhip, in a plain Defiance of God, and 


a profeſſed Cruelty to his People; ſuch a One muſt be 
uncapable of the Joy here ſpoken of. Nor had he any | 
| Proſpects of Happineſs for Saul: He rather expected 

| his Ruin, as he faith, ar the Time that he ſpared him, 
| 37 Sam, The Lord avenge me of thee, and the Day ſhall come 
xi, 12, when he ſhall go down to the Battle and die. He knew 

b. 3397-10 that GOD had rent the Kingdom from him; and as the 
Ch. zu. 28, Srrengeh of 1f-4) could not repent, ſo he would not be 


| #9 baftied, 
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baffled. The ſame Perfections that made it red 
ble that a Change ſnould come from Himſelf, were an 
Aſſurance that it ſhould never be brought on by the 
Power of Another. He ſaw that God only held off 
his Vengeance from that wretched Monarch, till he 
had fill'd up his Iniquity 3 - but as to Joy in the Lord: he 
had no Lot or Portion in that Matter, being plainly in . 
the Gall of Bitterneſs, and the Bond of Iniquity. | 
IO may judge by this, how widely thoſe Peo- 
ple talk from the Language of Scripture, who tell us 
of Sacred Perſons and Titles ; as if the One might not 
be touched, nor the Other aſſumed. Tis true, Saul is 
ſpared, becauſe he was the Lord's anointed ; bur you muſt 
not ſuppoſe that this ſignifies no more "than the Vial | 
of Oyl poured upon his Head, and that this makes his 
Dignity indefeaſible, becauſe at that Time David 
was as much Anointed as he; and therefore it is plain, 
either that this Ceremony of itſelf did not give the 
Claim; or if it did, that there might be a Forfeiture. 
Or, Thirdly, Thar ir was poſſible two Perſons might 
have it at the ſame Time. Now the laſt Opinion is 
what all Sides reckon fooliſh, and therefore the for- 
mer muſt be true. If the Oyl made the King, David 
Was ſo a long while before he wore the Crown; but 
irs plain from his Caſe, that it did not make the 
Claim immediate, as it is evident from Saul's, that it 
did not make it unalienable. It will farther appear 
who is the King that he here ſpeaks of, from the le- 
cone Thing to be obſerved: And that is, 


2. THE happy State of Mind he ſhould be in: The 


King ſhall rejoyce in the Lord. Where you have, 


Firſt, TH E Action chat he would bole, and char 
is Joy. 


Secondly, THE Object upon which it muſt be 
employ d, and Thar 1 is the Lord. 


„ AS ro the Temper or Paſſion of the Soul bs 


Which | he is diſtinguiſhed, it is the Nobleſt that our 
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Nature can feel. Every One carries along with him 
in his Notions of a King, an Opinion that he is great 
to Others, but it does not always happen that he is 

eaſie to Himſelf, Empire and Joy may lie far aſunder, 
The Cares that hang about a Throne leave very little 

room for his Affection. Rejoycing in the Lord in- 
cludes a great deal more than a Succeſs in what he was 


aiming at. It is poſſible he might be a King to his 


People, and a Slave to Himſelf: But the Bleſſing de- 
ſigned in my Text takes into it an Eaſineſs in the 


manner of his coming to the Government, and a 


chearful Spirit that run thro' all the Adminiſtration. 
That God would bow the Hearts of the People to 
him, and make him their Darling before he was 
their Sovereign. That there ſhould be a general Sub- 
miſſion either ro the Clemency of his Sceptre, or to 
the Reach of his Sword. This affluence of rhe Tribes; 
This thorough diſperſion of thoſe that ſer up for 
Him who was the Pretender then, is hat David ad. 
mires in the 18th Pſalm, That was written as he tell. 
eth us in the Title ro it, When the Lord had delivered 


him from the Hand of all his Enemies, and from the 


Hand of Saul: And the Way how he fcame by this, 
was puſhing home in ſeveral Bartels, I purſued mine 
Enemies and overtook, them: Neither did ] turn again 


till they were conſumed. I have wounded them that they | 


were not able to riſe. They are fallen under my Feet, for 
thou haſt girded me with Strength to the Battel, thou haſt 
ſubdued thoſe under me that roſe up againſt me. He un- 
derſtood no Compoſitions with them. They ated 
then upon the Principle of Hereditary Right, ro ſup- 
port the Prerenfions of the late King's Son, bur as he 


knew that fooliſh Notion was like ro embroil the Pub- 
lick, ſo he improved the Bleſſing that followed his 


Arms. Thou haſt given me the Necks of mine Enemies, 


that I might deſtroy them that hate me; then did ] beat 
them as ſmall as Duſt before the Wind, I did caſt them out 
as Dirt in the Streets : Thou haſt delivered me from the 


Strivings of the People. You lee by this, the Method 


in which he proceeded ; but it will lead you further in- 
to the Nature and Dignity ot this Joy, if you con- 
_ - ah, 
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2. | THE Object upon whom he _—_ it, The 


2 King ſpall rejoyce in the Lord. There are many 
Things that might be comprehended here, bur I will 


keep my ſelf within theſe four; that when David's Joy N 


was fired upon God he . have, 


1. HOPES of his 0 own Eternal Salvation: 
2. A SENSE of that Divine Hand that rais'd him 


5 to che Throne. 


. A KNOWLEDGE of thoſe Rules that he was 7 


0 Govern dy, and 


4 A REGARD ro chat End chat he —_ ro aim at. : 


1 H E that 3 in the LO RD maſt bans. 


his Hopes extended to the Salvation of another 
World. The Glories of an Empire are but ſhort and 
low for an Immortal Soul to take up with: No Porti- 
on is great enough that comes within this Life. Tho' 
what he ſuppoſeth in the Caſe of the Wicked was de- 
ſirable, That God had filled their Belly with hid Treaſures: pal. xvii. 
They were full of Children, and the reſt of their Subſtance 14) 15. 


they left to their Babes; yet as for himſelf he was look- 


ing a great deal higher. I will behold thy face in Righ- 


reouſueſi, I ſhall be ſatisfied when I awake with thy likenef. 
How ſoon is a King to be rumbled from his Throne, 


and ſent without any Guards or Greatneſs to the Bar - : 
of a Righteous God? And what a poor Satisfaction 
| does thar Man give himſelf who is pleaſed with a 


Crown here, tho he hath no Hopes of one that fades 


not away? What was there in all the Pomp of a Court 
to balance the diſtreſs of Mind that Saul fell under, 


when he begged a Favour of a Witch, and trembled 


before a Spectre, and gave this as the ſad Reaſon of 

his doing ſo, The Philiſtines are upon me; and God is 1 Sam. 

| departed from me 2 What a wretched Stare muſt a dy- XXII. 15. 
ing Monarch be in, who is hurried away from the 


Glory of a Palace and the Flattery of Servants and 1 L a 
ew 
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few blows hears no Voice, but that of an Angry 
| God and howling Devils? But he that rejoyceth in the 
Lord, in the way that David did, leaves a Throne to 
an Advantage: He dies to be ſill greater, Tho it 

| Is like to be no better with Him than Other Believers, 
yet his Remove is into a brighter Manſion, and into 


i Rev. i. 6. purer Company, where they; are © all Kings and Priests . 


unto G od and our Father. 


2. I own that David in his Toy came down into a 
lower Occaſion. He did it not only as a Saint, bur as 
a King. He rejoyced in the Lord, as the Author 

of his Advancement; thus he ſaith in another Pſalm, 


Prat xxi. The King ſhall Joy in thy Strength, O Lord, and in thy Sal. 


vation how greatly ſhall he reſcyce? For thou haft made 


: . 6,7. him moſt bleſſed for ever. Thou haft made him exceeding 


| glad with thy Countenance, for the King truſteth in the 
Lord, and thro the mercy of the met high he ſhall ne- 
ver be moved. He had the firſt Promile from God, 


5 who took, him from following the Sheep great with young | 
: Pllaavii that he might feed Iſrael his People, There was a Di- 


vine Circle around him in all his Dangers, berween 
pouring the Oyl on his Head and purting the 


| Sceptre into his Hand. His Wandring were num» | 


| bred and guarded from Above. He had great Exam- 


Pal, Ali. ples of a Providence within that time, and cculd re- 
Bo member God from the Land of Jordan, and from the 


Hermonites, and from the Hill Miſar, The narrow _ 

Scapes he had from his Enemy are what he puts into 

the Songs of Praiſe, and after the tireſome Years 
PCal. xviii. that he ſpent this way, the Lord bowed the Heavens and 

J. came down. He ſent from above and took him. Thou haſt 


Ver. 9. 6. given me the Shield of thy Salvation, thy Right Hand hath | 


holden me up, thy 3 hath made me great; the 
Lord liveth, and bleſſed be my Rock. and let the God of 


V. 46, 47. my Salvation be exalted. It ts Ged that avengeth me 


Ver. 50. and ſubdueth the People under me: Great Deliverance | 


giveth be to his King, and ſhoweth Mercy to his Anointed, 
to David, and to his Seed for evermore. 


*'T I'S true, in that Pſalm he ſpeaks of God finding 
out his arrows to ſeatte them, and his We to diſcom- 
fit 
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fit e but you are not to underſtand it as if the Re. 
volution was produced only in a Miraculous Way : as 


if there was no Conſent of the Tribes, and no Re- 
ſiſtance to the Enemy: ſo far from that, that his Ar- 
my had a daily Increaſe till it became lihe the Hot of 1 Chr. 111. 


God: but however he owns that it was a Divine 22. 
Bleſſing that gave rhe People, firſt an Inclination to 


chuſe him, and ſecondly, a Courage to defend him. 
They wiſhed for a fair Opportunity in Saus time to 


change their King, and ſome Deſigns were laid to 
bring it about then, as Abner reminds them. He had 2 Sam. iiia 


communication with the Elders of Tſrael, ſaying, Te fought 17. 


for David in time paſt to be King over you, now, chew do it. 
But as it is the hand of the Lord that turns the hearts of 


Men like the Rivers of Water, fo the King rejoyceth | in 
Him as the Author of this Mercy. 1 


ir "THIS Joy in | the Lord muſt comprehend / in it I 


both a Knowledge and Approbation of thoſe Directi- 
ons that God had given him to Govern by. He that 2 Sam. 


Ruleth over Men mu# be Juft, ruling in the Fear of the xxiii. a, Jo 


Lord. Greatneſs is nothing eiſe bur a Capacity of 


doing Good, and therefore when this does nor meet 


with a right Inclination; it makes a Man more like 
the Devil zwho is the God of this World, not to ſave it, 
or to do any Divine Offices of Love and Bounty, 


but to fill it with Sin and Mifery. And ſo he is he 
Prince of the Power of the Air; nor to clear the Sky, 


or fan the Earth, but for a profuſion of Thunder and 


Vengeance. His Empire is for norhing elſe bur Ruin 


to thoſe that are under ir. And can a Greatneſs like 
his produce any Joy in the Lord? No, Ir is with a 


hatred of him, and an Enmity to the Juſtice and Good- 
neſs of his Nature that theſe People live. Can a Man 


delight in Blood, drive his Subjects into Corners, break 
them upon the Wheel, let them groan in Gallies, and 


rot in Dungeons, and yet refoyce in the Lord ? 
INDEED how far the Conſcience of a Perſecutor 
may be ar the command of his Luft, I cannot tell: 
eſpecially fince I have read of one King i in Spain who 


in. his laſt Will recommends = to che Virgin 


2 


Do» 
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Mary from his Zeal ro promote the Igeln But 
certainly the Holy Spirit never meant that ſne ſnould 


1 be the Patrone ſs of Cruelty, when we read that al Ge- 
1 nerations ſhall call he gleſſed: No, Such a Doctrine as that 
11 Joh. ij 111. had better be traced from the ee of Cain, who was 
12. of that Evil one and flew his Brother, than the Morher of 


* leſus who came not to deſtroy Mens lives but to ſave them. 


4. . THIS Rejoycing in the Lord rakes into it a 
Regard: to the Divine Glory as the End of all his Go- 
F vernment. Tis the way to debaſe our Thoughts 

1 both of God himſelf and the King, that he ſets up, 

it we ſuppoſe that he does it only to diſtinguiſh one 
[ Man from another. Does he take Delight in the Va- 
4 nities of a Court? Is it fo Worthy of him to make 
; 
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one Perſon Great, and a whole Community Miſera- 

ble ? Hath he Eyes of fleſh, or ſeeth be as Man feeth 2 
When He pulls down One and ſets up Another, is that 
all that He means by it, that Providence ſhall pay 

its Compliment to this as a King, and pour Thunder 
upon a whole Nation that are ro be his was wand 8 

No, that be far from him. He loved David and gave 

2 Sam, v. him a Throne, but the Reaſon, why he Eſtabliſhed it, 


; 
* 
A 
5 1 
1 


In was for his People Iſrael's ſake. Tis but a very little 
Jobxxxiv. thing with Him who accepts not the Perſons af 
19. Princes, how Great they are, but how Good they 
=. will be, and therefore he that rejoyceth in theLord muſt 


have an honeſt View to the Divine Glory. | 
AND how can this be, when the Worſhip . 
God is polluted, and his People oppreſs'd > He ſup- 
poſeth ſuch Uſage of them to be a Slur upon himſelf. 
Uſa, lite 5, They that take them Captive make them howl, and my name 
_ continually every Day is blaſphemed. Tis bur a wretch- 
ed Uſe of Government, if a Man can only ſay that 
he hath made great Additions to it, and perhaps done 
it by Fraud, Cruelty, and Force. Is this acting to 
the Glory of God? Nay, is it not rather an Avow- 
ance of Atheiſm, that ſuch a one lives as without à God 
#n the World ? And 2 can thoſe Monarchs have 
in the Lord, who will ſoon fetch them to his Bar, 


*nat have 2dvarced themlclyes with a Ruin to his In- 
"Te e rſt, 
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tereſt, and have made Tendernefo for his Worſhip = 
High-Treaſon againſt their Crowns? *Tis caſy turn- 
ing the Argument as a wicked Heart would have it, 


when they have Divinity and Law of their own chu- 


ſing; bur ſhall theſe Authorities be of any Weight 
with him, Who fruſtrateth the Tokens of Lyars and makes If. xliv. 


Diviners mad; who turneth wiſe Men backwards, and 25. 


 maketh their Counſel fooliſh 2 Whatever Maxims they 


are Guided by I know nor, bur I will refer you ro oe 
that they muſt be Judged by. To cruſh under his Feet Lam. iii. 


all the Priſoners of the Earth, to turn aſide the Right of a 34, 35536. 
Man before the Face of the moſt High, to ſubvert a Man 
in his Cauſe, the Lord approveth not. He that indeed 
reejoyceth in the Lord, puts his whole Affairs into 
better Meaſures, as you will ſee from the other Parts 

of my Text, ro which I procecd. 


II. YOU find there is not 1 a true e Happineſs 


1 the Prince, bur Security and Honour to the beſt 
of his Subjects; Every one chat S wears by him, that is, 
by the ſame God in whom the King rejoyces, (every 

: ſuch Perſon) ſhall glory, I ſhall here conſider, 


1 T HE Deſcription we have of this People; They 
Nen by the Lord. 


25 T H E Benefir deſign d for em; ve ſpall Shy 


 - T HE Do of this Favour : It reaches as far as | 


the Character, to the whole Body of thoſe that Swear 


oy the Lord, Ever one of them ſhall glory. 
1. THE People who may bave Hopes of this Blel- 


ſing, are deſcrib'd by one ſolemn Part of their Religi- 


on, That they Swear by the Lord. Surely none can be 
lo groſs as to think theſe Words are capable of an Ap- 
plication either ro falſe or profane Swearing, They 
that make ule of this dreadful Name in Oppoſition to 


Truth, have no ſhare in this Glory, bur muſt look for 


cheir Dividend in the latter Part of my Text, the 
$ 2 | | Meath 


* * — n ye 
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Mouth of 156 Hat | net Fu ſhall be Ropped. Nor can 
that Perſon think himſelf within the Deſign of this 


Promiſe, who takes the Name of the Lord his God in 
vain, That Sort of Swearing is upon ſome Accounts 


viler than downright Atheiſm ; for I could rather de- 


ny a God than ridicule Him. If there is ſuch a Be- 
ing, if He is my Creator and my Judge, He will ne- 


ver be my Jeſt. He has not given me His awful 


Name to lard a common Sentence, or heighten it 
with a little more Sound. This is a Practice fo vile 


and daring, that whilſt it continues a National Sin, it 


both ſinks the Glory of a People, and puts an ill Pre- 


ſage upon the Face of Publick Mercies. 


IS it likely that thoſe Perſons ſhould be either 
the Patrons or the Profeſſors of Liberty, who ſuffer 


their Tongues, upon all Occaſions, to be rip'd with _ 

Hell and Blaſphemy ? They may glory indeed, bur 

it is in their Shame. God ſometimes uſes chem 6: 
Serre an Intereſt which they can never Honour; but 


it leaves a worſe Countenance upon our National! 


Bleflings; it does not make em look ſo well and 


lively as we would have em, when they are in the 
Hands of thoſe, who live with an open Contempt of | 


the God that gives em. So that this cannot be the 


Meaning of the Words. Bur I rake their Swearing by 
the Lord to gy" three Things. 11 may be under- 
* TR" eg 
1. TH EIR Allegiance. 
45 T H E I R Religion. * 
IT H E IR Troubles. 


PERHAPS their Swearing by the 35 


| _ include that Allegiance they paid to the King. 
The Aſſurance they gave him of Homage and Duty, 


was laid upon a Divine Ground. They did 1 it in a 
Sacred Name; 


1. WIT H an Appeal to God as the Witneſs 
of their Integrity, Yo WIIH | 
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mY w 1 T H a Regard to his lacereſt as the Rule 
of their Subjection. 


if. SWEARING by the Lord, as it comes in- 
to the Caſe ofa Peoples Homage, is an Aph H mn 
for the Truth of what they pretend ro. And +115 15 (0 | 
great a Solemnity, tha it is pity there ſhould »- any 
_ thing ro rake off from the Minds of Men ths g 
rence with which rhey ought to do it. For, as 
far as we can goin aſſuring one another of our 'nic- | 
grity. An Oath among Men is for Confirmation, and un eb. vi. | 
End of all Strife: And therefore thoſe People mult 16. 
|haye ſunk their Apprehenſions of a Divine Maj: ity, 
and a future Reckoning, who will dare ro (wear tzilly. — 
Tis a great deal more than deceiving Man; tis a 
Clhallenge given to the Perfections of God; a telling 
him that either he ae not ſee rhe Fraud, or that he 
ec annot avenge it. 
IHERE is in every Oath: ; a double Solemnity; 
Firſt, it's laying one Truth in pawn for another; we 
give in ſomething that is undoubted in- Feſtimony of 
ſomething that is now in Diſpute. That as ſurely as I 
believe a God, and take his Word ro be True, ſo 
what I now ſay i is agreeable to it. That I would no 
more be a Deceiver in this Affair, than I would be an 
Infidel. But beſides this, there is another Part in an 
Oath; and that is, Secondly, an Imprecation; that up- 
on che Falſhood of what 1 am now profefſing, I dif- 
claim all the Mercies promis d in the Book of God, 
and challenge upon my Soul and Body, every Curſe 
that is recorded there. If what I ſay be not true and 
aft, T quit Heaven for Hell; give up all my Hopes 
of the Former, and avow my Right ro the Latter. 
THERE is no leſs than this in the Homage of 
a Subject to his Prince. He has call'd in God as a 
Wirneſs, he ſtands open to him as a judge. And 
would any Perſon dare to do this with hing lips, who 
knows the Solemniry of Swearing by the Lord? Keep cel. vii, 
the King's Commandment, and that with regard to the 2. 
_ Oath of God, What muſt that Man have beef, who, 


for 


a r . 
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for any Secular Advantage would have given his Oath 
to David, and, at the ſame time, believ'd an Heredi- 
tary Right in Iſhboſheth? Is it not dreadful to think 
that People ſhould not only cheat one another, but that 
the Name of God ſhall be us'd to Sanctify the Lye? 
Can any Intereſt of a Family, any Zeal for a Perſon | 

i be an Aronement for the Vileſt mixture of Falſnood 

Exod. xx. and Blaſphemy ? God will not hold him guiltleß who | 

7. taketh his Name in vain, 

NOW, this is what David promiſes, that they ws 
ſwear by the Lord, whoſe Integrity he was fully aſſured 
of, ſhould glory under his Government. No doubr _ a7 
it, there were many crouding to his Court at Hebron, 
whoſe Loyalty roſe when Saul fell: They rook their 
Convictions from Mount Gilloa, as ſome in England 

did theirs from the Battle ar the Boyne. Bur theſe were 

2 Sam. iv. his Contempt Iſhbeſheth, Saul's Son, had two Servants, 

2. Baanab and Rechab, who were employ d in his Houſe, 

* Which they could not have been, without giving him 

an Aſſurance how hearty a Zeal they had for the Roy- 
al Family. And, yer you ſee whar a Vain Principle 
Loyalty is when Moral Truth is wanting. They con- 
tinuc in that Intereſt till Abner leaves it; but when 
they ſaw there was nothing to be got by their King, 
they not only Drop him but Murder him. And, tho 

1 they had often call'd David an Uſurper, yet now they 

1 bring him the Head of the Right Heir. 

i WHAT a ſad Dependance muſt a Prince have up- 
on ſuch Zealots as theſe > They'll tell him of Obedi. 
ence without Reſerve , that their Lives and Eſtates are 
at his Command, chat he has an Aurhority to uſe them 
as he would do his Cattle; and, which is the 

wWorſt of all, they cloarh theſe lying Words with the 

Name of God. And, yer you ſee, when things come 
to the Pinch, their Soveraign | is rheir Property, and in- 
ſtead of having the Service of Their Lives, He hath 
no Security of his own. For if they cannot make a 
Tool of his Crown, they'll make a Sale of his Head. 
But, are ſuch Swearers as theſe deſign'd for the Glory 
that David mentions? Are theſe the Strength of any 


Government 2 Or ſhould their Weight be allowW'd to 
- Caſt 


A 


— 
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alt: the Scale, who would come in on either Side 3 
No, the Plalmiſt meant a more upright ſort of Peo- 
ple 1 in the Deſcriprion that he gives us. 


„ 


„ 


125 IN Swearing by the Lord, they make this 
Divine Glory the Rule of their Subjection, Can an 
Oath in the Name of God oblige me ro Diſhonour 

Him 2 When I call a Perſon my Soveraign, is my Rea- 
ſon and my Conſcience, from that time, his Proper- 
ry No, theſe I have received from the King of 
Kings; nor can I diſpoſe of em to any Power upon 
Earth, without being guilty of High-Treaſon againſt 
Heaven. Bur, this is what I have ſo often enlarg'd 
. in other Sermons, that I ſhall N it here. 


„ 


ere 


* T HIS Swearing by the Lord, may 10 agder- 
i Rood of their Pure Religion before God and our Father. 
The whole of his Worſhip, and of our Concern with 
him, is often expreſs'd in this as the moſt Important 
Article, and there are ſeveral things that we muſt 
comprehend in ſuch a Notion of a Good Man. It he 
; is one that Swears by the Lord, 5 
HE a 1 fignities an Engagement chas he FD laid binn 
„ ſelf under to ſerve him. Tis a making over all the 
H Right that he has either in Soul or Body; that they | 
mal be the Lord's in 4 perpetual Covenant, that is ne- er. 1 15 
ver to be forgotten, Yield your Selves to Him, as theſe that Rom vi. 
are Alive from the Dead, and your Members Inſt uments 13. 
1 Righteouſneſs unto Holineſs, And this cannot be un- 
leſs we take him to be the Guide as well as the Ob- 
ject of our Duty, To Act upon any orher Rules 
than he has given us, is a Breach of our Oath ; tis 
Swearing by the Lord, and ſwearing by Malcham. This Zeph, i i. 5. 
Expreſſion in my Text ſignifies that we are given up 
to him, and can, upon no Account, depart from the 
Commands that he has publiſh'd, we avow his Au- 
thority over us, and diſown every other Pretenſion. 
AND then, their Swearing by him muſt have an 
Influence upon their whole Converſation. He that 
deals faithfully with God, will do ſo with Men. Fer, 
by that Oath, he has oblig d himſelf to a — — xxiv. 
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void of Offence towards both. And dla theſe 
ougnt to glory in a Government, which they do not 
Pfal. ci. 6. only Serve, but Adorn; Mine es, ſays David, ſhall 
<7 be upon the Faithful of the Land, that he may ever dwell 
with me: And that Reſolution would come with him 
to the Throne, which you find, B/. xvi. 2. My Good- 


Excellent the Earth, in whom is all my Delight, Men 
who are afraid of dilpleaſing God, and full of an Awe 

to his Jcalouſy, who dare not believe by Proxy, or 
take their Opinions upon Truſt, do in thoſe very 
Scruples, (whether they are right or wrong) give a 
publick Honour to Conſcience. They let the World 
 Jee, that there is ſomething that they cannot be hir'd 
to do. The Scripture has diftinguiſh'd them from o- 

thers, who ſtick at nothing. There is a mighty Dif- 


_ Oath, who knows how great a Solemnity i 3 
T HESE may be deſpis'd, as they always are; 
by Men that make Religion only an Engine of State; 
they venture at all, and run thro' any Form of Wor- 
ſnip that has preferment on the other Side, ſuppoſing 
that Gain is Godlineſs. And it is ſcarce to be ima- 
gin'd that They will object againſt a Poſture in the 
Church. who put themſelves into any in a Court. 
But what Aſſurance can theſe give ro Men, who are 


They that Swear to the Lord in Truth, dare not 
| Kel, v v. 4. take Things for granted; they know he bas no Pleaſure 
| in Fools, Tis of very little Value with them what 

Men ſay is Lawful, if there is but an Appearance that 

God has told *em otherwiſe. They do not work up a 
Rule our of Scripture and Councils, the Voice of 
Heaven, and the Traditions ot Men; for, what Com- 
munion can Light have with Darkneſs 2 Now, theſe 
| deſerve to glory in a Righteous Cauſe ; they that are 
moſt Faithful in the Service of God, are ys to be 
ſo in their Allegiance to the King. 


3. THIS Swearing by the Lord: way refer to che 
Trouble they had been in. The Phraſe is taken . 
this 


neſs extends not unto Tee, but unto the Saints and to the © 


| Eecl. i ix. ». ference between him that Swears, and him that fears an 


ſo looſe ro thoſe Concerns they have with God? 


— 2 * 1 Py POE "FE g q add. de. me. 
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chis Senſe. Lord, remember David and all his Afi Pr exxxiii- 
ctions, how he ſware to the L&d, and vow'd to the mighty by; Ss in 


God of Jacob. Ir has been the Practice of good Peo- 


ple, when their Fears are gathering within, or Danger 
lowring over their Heads, not only to ſpread their Caſe 


before God, but to lay themſelves under new Engage- 
ments, when the Mercy came. So did Facob, when 
he run from his Father's Houſe, If the Lord will be Gen. 
with me in the Way that I go, and give me Bread to cat, XXViii. 20, 


and Rai ment to put on, then ſhall the Lord be my God. 21. 
And thus do the Children of /ael, when King Arad SG xxi. 


the Canaanite took, ſome of em Priſoners, They vow'd a © 


Vom unto the Lord, and ſaid, If Thou wilt indeed deliver 


this People into my Hands, then will T deſtroy their Cities. 

And this they might do in the Time of David's Baniſnu- 

ment from rhe Court. As his Title to the Crown had 

ſpread itſelf among the People, ſo the Wiſhes of all 


good Men were on his fide. Abigail told him, that Gcd 


would build him a ſure Houſe : And it could nor but 
| raiſe in every thinking Perſon a Dread of what was 
coming upon em, when they ſaw King Saul indulge 
his Envy at the expence of all publick Juſtice. Tho? 
David was the only Man that he now purſued, yet 


what could a Nation expect from One, who foughr 


the Life of his Son, his beſt Commander and trueſt 
Friend? A Prince that will ſacrifice all theſe Engage- 
ments to a private Paſſion, leaves no room for any 


confidence in his Word. Who knows where the Roy- 


al Fury will fall next? 


UPON this, the good people could not bur de- 
ſire that they might be put into better Hands; and 
perhaps, on that Occaſion, they would make Vows to 
the Lord, that if he would bur unload em of a Ty 
rant, and ſer over em a Man after his own Heart, the 


ce aaſi neſs of their Stare ſhould promore rhe Ardour of 


their Duty. Theſe ought to 2lory in David's Govern- 


ment, tis what they had long d and pray d for. The 


Mercy brings a Claim with it upon them, God has 
their Vows upon Record, what manner of Perfons they 


__ would be. They always attended the right Intereſt as 


far as ever they could; and when their Hands ns 
rye 


/ 


W 
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tyed, their Mouths were open, in recommending it 
to the Lord God of N  oun unet 
2. THE Blefling deſigned for theſe is, that they | 
ſhall glory. Tis a Senſe too low for theſe Words, and | 
does nor expreſs enough of the Mercy to think that it 
means no more than the laughter of Fools ; Or that 
in this Joy they arrogate any Thing to themſelves ; 
Pal. xliv. If they would fay, at a diſtance from the Bleſſing, I 
. will not truſt in my Bow, neither ſhall my Sword ſave me, | 
85 They'll take care to leave the Praiſe where it ought to . 
be, after the Deliverance is come. Tis not merely 
inſulting thoſe whoſe Guilt and Folly hath brought 
them low, that gives us either the Temper or the 
Happineſs that' is here defign'd : Bur their glorying 
| rakes into it the following Particulars 


1. DISAPPOINTMENT of Enemies. 
2. AN caſineſs in their own Property, And 
3. | A SENS E of the Divine Hand by both. | 


n RA I T ſuppoſeth a Defeat ro the Enemy. Mhen By 
1 the Wicked walk, on every fide, and the vileſt of Men are ex 
5 alted, tho a Believer hath his Inward Joys which the 
World can neither arg nor feel, yet nothing of this 
HD. ......... appears. Mien Righteous Men do rejoyce, there is 4 
8 3 Glory ; but whe the Wicked riſe, n Man is hidden. 
e Therefore when the Enemies of the Lord conſume 
like the Fat of Lambs, it is no more than a Tribute 
to the Providence, for others to be glad: And the 
greater Compaſs they took in their Deſign, the more 
Aſſurance they uſed to talk with, the brighter ſtrokes | 
of a Deity may be ſeen in their fall. Thus did Da- 
vid inlarge his Thoughts upon the Miſery of Doeg the 
Edomite. Thar Wretch wroughr bimſelf into Saul's 
_ eſteem by Falſhood and Malice: The King's Envy, 
and the Informer's Ambition were here making their 
Courtſhip to one another, the Favourite thought no- 
thing too vile that would plcaſe the King; and the 
King thought nothing treo great to reward the Fav ou- 
rite. 


— 


of a Good Gove * M (ENT: She 


rice. But God would deſtroy bis for ever, Woe bi out Pfal. ki. 
of his Place, and root him ou? of the Land of the Living. 5 6 7. 
Te Righteous were to ſee this and laugh at him ; not 
barely in a Diſdain of his Miſery, bur with a Return 
of Thanks to the Juſtice of Providence, Lo, this is the 
Man that made not God his Strength, but ruſted in the 
abundance of his Riches, and ſtrengthened rel] in his 
Michedneſs. 


BESIDES, there is a publick Advantage in chis, 


for when it goes well with the Rightecus, the City rejoyceth, 
but when the Wicks d periſh there is ſhouting. This di- 
ſtinction doth Humane Nature make between thoſe 
Villanies that are of a private ſort, and ſuch as are 
done againſt a Community. Men do not deſpiſe a Thief Prov. vi. 
| oF he ſteal to ſatisfie his Soul when he is hungry. There 18. 
is a Pity follows ſuch a One to his Execution; but 


when there are Sinners of a greater extent, the reſent- 


ment is of che lame compaſs with the Wickednels. 


2 1 HIS glorying pe an Eaſineſs i in their 


| MN, That it is either regained from the Plunder, 
or ſecured from the De 'ligns of Sinners. They intended PAL xx. 
Evil againſt thee, they imagin'd a miſchievous Device that 11. 


fe) 


they were not able to perform. Oae would wonder that 


ever Creatures ſhould delight in the Ruin of their 


own Kind; but ſo it is, an Envious Man ſhall have 
more regard for his Luſt than he hath for his Nature. 
He is of that value to himſelf; as to think his own 
SGreatneſs well raiſed, tho' the Foundation of it be 


laid in the Tears or Blood of Thouſands. But they 


will find that the getting of Treaſures by a lying Tongue 8 x xi. 
#5 Vanity toſs d to and fro of them that ſeek Death. What 6. 

a reach had Haman in his Pride? For rhe neglect of 
a little Civility, he doth not only lay our the Death 
of Mordecai, bur of a whole Nation, who were no 


Sharers in the Rudeneſs that he ſuppos' d was offer d 


to him: And who couldthink that Eſther ſnould have had 


any Occaſion to pray in the manner as ſhe did, not 


for her own, and her People's Liberty, for had. they. -- 


been Captives ſhe would have Heid her Peace; bur for their 


wave 87 Now when _—_— of theſe Proje ts are a 
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ſeated: The Upright have all good Things in ralf 95 
0N., | 
AND of this Kind, are ſeveral of our Publick 
Meccies ; we may take the Great Deliverance that be- 


gun on hi Da in ſuch a View; We had loſtthe Laws, 


the beſt Traditions of the Fathers, and rhe Goſpel Was a 


going too. That there was a Deſign to ſhare all that 
pertain d to Life and Godlincſi between France and Rome, 


is as plain as that we had a King who was a Tool to 
the One, and a Bzgor to the Other: Whenever any 
Oppoſition was given to theſe Encroachments, it could 


not be without Hazard of Life to him that made it: 


And indeed, the Meaſures of Cruelty became ſo very 


familiar with them, as if they deſpair'd of making | 


Converts with Reaſon, and reſolved to do it with 


Blood. Ir was not meerly a Perſecution againſt rhe 


Dilſenters, tho' if you conſider who have been moſt 
active in that Work, you will uſually find them to be 
either French Apes or Iriſh Wolves : Bur beſides the ba- 


niſhing of your Miniſters, the Fining, Goaling, and 

Starving of your People, they ſtruck at all Profeſſions, 
every Quality, both Sexes; as if there was no Way | 
to prove the Pope the Vicar of Chriſt, but by declar- 

ing him the Enemy ef Mankind: And when Things 


were run thus far, God was pleaſed to put a new Song 


into your Mouths, by making the Party your jeſt, 
Which had been your Terror, and driving that Mo- 


narch to France, 1n the Quality of a Priſoner, who had 
£09 long ſerved chem in that of a Pupil. Tis not only 


2 Change in the Throne that we take Notice of, that 
for a meer Creature of Prieſts and Tyrants, you had 


it filled with a Man of Underſtanding : But the Diffe- 
rence extended irſelf to every Corner. You were then 
reſtor d to your Freedom; your Religion was in your- 


ſelves and not in another; ; you were not tobe attempted 


by a Spawn of Friars, Who had no other Arguments 
but only to juggle for a Miracle, and threaten with 


Martyrdom, that if their Folly could not prevail, 


cheir Faggots might. You had then done with the 
Fear of Pragoone, who had a plain Leſſon ſer before 


them in France, and were ready to copy it out here. 
| SD Bod 
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God had pity on you, and ſent yon One who was 
formed with thoſe noble Paſſions of Courage and 

Tenderneſs, that made him a Scourge to Evz/-Doers, 

and a Praiſe to them that do well. . 
AND I the rather call you to a freſh Remem- 
brance of this now, becauſe it is juſt revived: We 
have lately received the laſt and nobleſt Conſequence 
of it, The Family of Hanover upon the Throne of Great- 

Britain. By this, the Hand of Providence hath 


rouched the Revolution over again, and given the 
Lines a new Strength and Force. I need nor 
tell you, that they who are Enemies to the Memo- 
ry of King WILLIAM, are ſo to the Perſon of 
King GEORGE; twas not too groſs ro call him 
an Uſurper, and load his Name for the Act of Settle- 
ment, which they repreſented as a curſed Legacy. The 
Work was running back again in ſuch a Way, as if 
they thought no Method roo Scandalous to promote 
their Cauſe. Your Meeting- Houſes were pull d down 
cout of a Zeal for the Church, and this by a Rabble who 
never uſed the Name of God bur in an Oath. There 
were famous Proceſſions thro' ſeveral Parts of the King- 
dom, in Defiance of Law and Juſtice : So that, if the 
Queſtion was now to be put, which the Chief Captain 
gave to Paul, ve ſhould know where to look for an An- 4 
ſwer, Art not thou that Egyptian, who before theſe Days Ads yi | 


madſt an Uproar, and leddeſt out into the Milderneſs four 78. 
Thouſand Men that were Murderers The Parlia- 
ment, who had done Juſtice to the Revolution was 
diſſolved with Shame, and expoſed in the Songs f 
Drunkards. The Alliance on which we had our Hu- 
mane Security, treated at firſt with Coldnels, and 
then with Abhorrence; our Perſons threatned upon 
all Occaſions: They hunted our Steps, that we cruld not 
40 in our Streets, The Party that thought of returning 
to their old Bondage, did it with ſuch Views as Eſau 
had upon his Farher's Death, The Days of Mourning are 
at Hand, and then ſurely will I lull my Brother Jacob: 
But, Bleſſed be God, who hath not given us a Prey to Pal 
their Teeth ; the Net is broken and we are eſcaped, We cyxiy 6 
may look upon our Property in its whole Compats ro 7. 


Lam. iv- 
5 Rn. 
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be now dame There are more of our Hopes call 4 
into this Government, 
Late King; becauſe he had none to bear his Name, 


than there was into that of the 


and fill the Throne when he Nept with his Fathers; but 


ili. 


ll Pal. xliv. 


WW Prov.xzix 
. 


75 One that Sweareth by him ſh 


Wicked regards not to know it. 


Hands? 
Who wears a — 


God hath been more liberal in this laſt Bounty. We 
have the Protection which the Wiſe Man ſo much 
commended, Thar if one prevail againſt him, two ſhall 

withſtand bim, and a threefold Cord is not eaſi ly croken. 


3. AN O TH E R Thing included in this Glory, 
is a Senſe of God's Hand in the whole Mercy. Whar- 
ever Means are made uſe of ro deliver them who are 
appeinted to die, yet their Salvation is of the Lord. 
Bur ſometimes he doth ir in ſuch a Way, that it ſhall 
be all his own. 
neither did their own rp fave them, but thy Right Hind : 


and thine Arm, and the Light of thy Countenance, becauſe 
thou hadſt a Favour to them. 


And the more Divinity 
appears in any Blefling, rhe greater Joy doth it raiſe 
in a good Man. 6ʃ% ye in his Holy Name, let the 


Heart of them rejojee that feek the Lord. 


3. I ſhall 5 the 3 n W Eve- 15 
all Glory : None 
were to be excluded, who had any Share either of 


- £00d Wiſhes or Diligence in fav During his Righteous | 
Cauſe, 


1. IT ſhould reach 06 High and Low: And, 
2. NOT be limited to any Set or Party. 
BE PERSONS of allRanks were to have the Bene- 


fit of it. TheRiphteous eonſiders the Cauſe of the Poor, bit the 
| Thete Changes in Iſrael 


would have been no great Bleſſing, if they had only 


conſiſted in another Court, that ab ſhould be General 


inſtead of Abner. Do we think that Providence 
throws all the Gains of ſuch a Revolution into a few 
If that is all, with us it is a ſmall Matter 
But David peaks as if the 

whole 


They got not the Land by their Sword, 


N 


Vine, and under his 1 


about the Worſhip of God. And we need not doubt, 
but, as the Minds of Men were of the fame Gaſt in 
David's Time as they are now, that there were ſome 
Voarieties among them. Bur in the diftriburion of his 
Favours, he hath no Regard to thar : The great Que- 
ſtions upon this Head, were determined by Juſtice 
and Prudence. Juſtice will give the Diſtinction of 
| Reward to thoſe that have had that of Danger; and 
Prudence will conſider no other Qualification in a 


are no way related, that a Civil Liſt ſnould be mould- 
ed in a Religious Creed; and none to be Servants of 
the Prince, but they who have got the Stamp of rhe 
.- "Clergy. David would nor be thus confined in his De- 
5 pendance upon the People, or his Regards to them. 


| Gilead i is mine, Manaſſeh is mine, Ephraim is the Strength Pal. cviii. 


People is the Deſtruction of the Prince: And therefore, 28. 
to cool the Affections of the Subjects, or make them 


Glory of a Good Reign, is, Juſtice upon Offenders ; 
Ihe Mouth of them that Jpenk Lyes ſrall be ſtopped. I 


f 4 Good GOVERNMENT. 
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whole Nation was to be the better for his Govern- | 
ment; The Land and all the Inhabitants of it are diſſolv- Pſlxxy. 1. 


— 2 . nn OS OoO_S 


64,1 bee” up the Pillars of it. The Glory of Solomons © 
| Reign was not to be a ſplendid Houſe, or fine Gar- 
dens, or a noble Attendance ; but This, Thar all 1 Kings 


Iſrael, from Dan to Beerſheba, [i at every Man under his i IV. 25. 


2. THIS Mercy is not limited to a bang Peo- 
ple in all Ages, have had different Apprehenſions 


Man, than what maketh him equal to his Truſt. Be- | 
fides, it is an unwarrantable jumbling of Things that 


"Twas the Glory of his Reign to be ſerved by all: 


of my Hand, and Fudab is my Law. -prver. In the Mal. 8 8. 
titude of People ij the King's Safety, but in the want of Prov. 8 


uncapable of Serving him, is to weaken tbe Crown, 


III. THE laſt Thing i in my Text, chit makes up hs 


muſt here conlider ; 
1. 1 * E Crime of theſe W And, 
IT [1 E IR 
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ch. xxvi. 


"The true Hr 


2. T N E IR Puniſhment. : 
pe * E I R Sin is 6. har W as makes 


them both Abominable #o God and Inconfiſtear with _ 
Society; for a Poor Man is better than a Lyar. If you 
compare the Phraſe here with the other Places where 


you often find it, you will ſee that David underſtands 


it of thoſe Lyes that were contrivd againſt himſelf, 
and had a Publick Influence among the People. And 


9. if That which is Now, is that which hath Been; If we 


may gueſs at his Times by our Own, the Deceits that 
lay heavieſt upon him, and what he deſired might be 

followed with a Tut and tree Juſtice, were of three : 
_ _ 


> F A L 'SE E Stories 15 Sins about che Cour. 
2. -F A L S E Promiſes by Sul himſelf. And 
0 1 A L J E Doctrines by 15665 ako endeayour 


to make Slavery paſs upon the Conſcience. 


if. HE often Complains of a wretched Crew, that B 


got the King s Ear, and carried on the Prejudice a- 
gainſt him: and no wonder there were ſo many | 
of them when they were paid for every Story. But u- 
on this Head doth David Expoſtulare with him, /here- 
xxviv. 9. fore heareſt thou Mens words, ſaying, David ſecketh thy 
hurt? And he ſuppoſeth an Influence of this kind, the 
next time that he gave Saul his Life. If they be 


the Children of Men that have ſtirred thee up againſt 


me, Curſed be they before the Lord. He knew there was 


a Party that had nothing ro diſtinguiſh themſelves by, 


nor any other Subſiſtence than upon the Folly and 
Paſſion of the King : and therefore to pleaſe him and 


to fave themſelves, they talk without any Guard ei- 
ther of Truth or Modeſty. He Argues with them 


i | PC. iv, 2. How long ye Sons of Men will ye turn my Glory into 


Shame? How long will you love Vanity and ſpeak after 
Leaſi ing 2 Theſe were Enemues to the — — rho” 
ome- 


o 
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ſometimes they carry d on their Def igns with a ſhow _ 


Of Zeal the other way. How long will ye Imagine Miſe PC.18ii, 3, 
chief againſt a Man ? Te ſhall be ſlain all of you 5 as ++ 


4 bowing Mall ſhall ye be, and as a tottering Fence. 
They only conſult to caſt him down from his Excellency. 
| They delight in Lyes, they Bleſs with their Mouth, but 
_ Curſe inwardly. And he found this Corruption then 1 
General, that he complains, Surely Men of low degree * Ver. * 
are Vanity, and Men of high degree a Lye ; to ay laid in 
the Ballance they are altogether lighter than Vanity, Bur 
there were ſome ſo notorious in Treachery, that their 
Characters went along with their Names; and 
therefore it made Saul's Adminiſtration to be Scanda- 
| Jous when he committed the Chief Imployments ro a 


i known Proſtitute. Doeg the Edomite, was over the 
| Servants; and before he accus'd and murder'd the 


Prieſts of the Lord, it is what any One would have 


thought him capable of, I knew in that Day, ſaith 1 Sam. xx. I 


David, when * the Edomite was e that he would 49% 
1 ureh tell Saul. 8 


24h. HE hs carry theCharge ; a great deal 8 
to the falſe Promiſes that were made by the King him- 
ſelf; for firſt, He gave his Royal Word and Gath to 


Jonathan, that David ſhould not be Hain; and yer the Sam, xix. 7 


next Opportunity he would have been rhe Aſſaſſin &. 
with his own Hands. His Pride and Fury ſeem'd to 
be thawed down by the Generous Pity that David had 


for him in the Cave. Thou are more Righteous than J Ch. xxiv. 


For thou haſt rewarded me Good, whereas I have rewarded 17. 
the Evil. Nay, he goes farther, and delivers an O- 
pinion that he had taken ſo much Pains to hide, I Ver. 19. 
| know that thou ſhalt be King, and the Kingdom of Iſrael 
| ſhall be Eſtabliſhed in thine Hands. So that in that 
Senſe, the Succeſſion was neareſt his, Heart, tho' it 
was the fartheſt from his Inclination : and yet as if 
he was in Pain to fink his Reputation, and to defile 
the Throne he { ar on, he is ſoon after this ar the Head 
of an Army again. The next, time David ſpares him, 
he diſſolves into rhe old Corkeffion, and promiſeth 


fair, I have ſi uned, return my Son David, Twill no more oh a 
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7 Tit. i 10, 
11, 12. 


et. .. 


a thee harm, becauſe my Soul was precious in 705 7 he 
this Day : Behold I have played the Fool, I have erred ex- 
ceedingly. Such an Opinion as this would have been 


Aſſurance enough from any other Man; but David 


who knew that there is always ſomething, greater witch 
a Tyrant than his Conſcience, his Honour, or his 
Salvation, cannot depend upon one Word that he 
ſaith, bur will rather venture himſelf among rhe Phi- 
5 liſtines, ro whom he had been a Glorious Enemy, than 
truſt to the Declarations of a ſhufling Prince. How 
Mean and Low had he brought himſelf by this Un- 


ſteddineſs? Who can more expoſe the Honour 


of Sovereigns than they that put them upon a Vio- 
lation of their Word, which is ſo far from advancing 
the Dignity of their Thrones, that it makes them a 
Scandal to their Nature. Excellent Speech does not be- 
come a Fool, much leſs. do bins Lips a Prince. 


300. 1 may ſay wich the Apoſtle i In EW OM Caſe, 


 thar there might be Falſe Prophets among the People, as 
there are falſe Teachers among you. Unruly, vain Decei- 
vers, whoſe Mouths muſt be ſtopped, who ſubvert whole 
Houſes, teaching things which they ought not for filthy Lu- 
cre ſake ; always Lyars, evil Beaſts, and m Rellies. The 
Mind of God had been declar'd in {{rael about the 
Succeſſion. David was Anointed by Samuel; and 
the Spirir of rhe Lord was daily forming his Soul to 
the Great and Awful Truſt. Twas He that led out 
and brought in the Army of 1/rael as a Commander, 1 
and every One knew that he was to be their King; 
but they had ſome among them who could talk of 
_ Hereditary and Indefeaſible Right; for upon this 
Ground did a poor ſhiftleſs Prince incourage a Facti- 
on to Proclaim him, and make a mighty Stir for 
him. There were no Pretenſions that Tſhboſheth was 


likely to be a better Ruler than David, or that God 


nad not fix d the Succeſſion, but they muſt go upon 
Principles that ſome in our Day are Govern by, 


Thar Kings cannot Forfeir either for Themſelves or 


their Poſterity; that a Crown muſt be taken in no o- 
ther Notion chan as an Inherirance; That tho a Prince 


Doe. v 
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and the Notions you know are advanc'd by ſome a- 
mong us, we hope with the ſame Succeſs that atrend- 


amed ? 


SHA L L we be told, That Chriſt who's came to 


gi ve Peace on Earth and ſnow 4 Good. will towards Men, 
hath made us Slaves? Or that they whom he bought 


with a Price, are fold again to a Tyrant? Are we to 


have no other Notion of the Shcep of bis Paſture than 
as Sheep for the Slaughter > Are theſe Words by which we 
_ muſt be ſaved ? Are theſe the Glad-tidings of great Joy 
that ſhould be to all People? Is this doing the Mork of an 
- £vangeliſt, and making full Proof of their Miniſtry, to 
tell a Monſter, that he hath a Divine Right ro be wick- 
ed, and that no Chriſtians have a Humane Right to re- 
fiſt him 2 This 1s {peaking Lyes in the Name of the 
Lord: And yet it's hard to find an Intereſt of Cruelty 
carrying on, but ſome of this Tribe are Tools ro pro- 
mote it. Tis a Method very Ancient in the World, 
for a States-Man to be the Leader, and a Prieft the 5 
Fag-end of a Party. I think, the Seriprure itſelf 
hath given it no ſofter a Name. The Ancient and Ho- Ia. ix. 15. 
nourahle he is the Head, and the ple that teacheth 
Lyes, he is the Tall.. 
AND how well may theſe Accounts be ade: d to 
our Day? O what a guilt of Treachery does there lie 


ſome where ! What a vile Surrender of our Safety, 


Throne, and a few of his Creatures out of a Goal! 


IT will not deſcend to Particulars, which are open e- 


nough to every Ones Obſervation; but you may com- 
prehend the Management of the laſt four Years, in 


25 2 | eth 


Pies no Juſtice, yet fil he ſhall Feel none. Theſe ! 


muſt be the Arguments that the Friends of the Pre- 
tender in David's time would juſtify themſelves with; 


ed the Others; for the Follies of Theſe Men ſhall be Tim. 11, 
made manifeſt as Theirs alſo was : ſhould not the multi- 9g. 
tude of Words be anſwered ? Shall a Man full of talk bj ob xi. 2, 
Fuſtified; > Shall their Hes make Men hold tbeir Peace? 3" 

and when they are 2 75 Mal no Man make them a- 


Trade and Honour only to keep One Monarch on a 


thoſe ſad Words of the Prophet: Ephraim feeds on Hoſ xii t. 
| Wind, and followeth after the Eaſt- Wind, he aary encreaſe | 
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4 Prov. vi. s. 


. 

_ 

Prov. xili. 
. 


— 


eth Lyes ol Deſolations, Sh they make a Cinenant with 


the Aſſprians, and Oyl is carryed into Egypt. Were it 
not that the late Turn of Providence hath begun to 
row away cur Reproach, Engliſh Credit would have 
been very much the fame with what the Romans us d 
do call the Punicl Faith. How Vile muſt a People be 
under the weight of that Charge? Thou wenteſt to the 
King with Ointments, and didſt increaſe thy Perfumes ; 
and didſt ſend thy Meſſengers afar off, and didſt debaſe 


thy ſelf even to Hell, Bur whether or no this Work is 


agreeable to the Lord of Hoſts, Iwill leave you to 
judge by the Aim that He hath given to his Ven- 
geance. Theſe are among the things that he hates, and 


that are an Abomination to him: A Proud Look, a Ly- 


ing Tongue, and Hands that ſhed Innocent Blood, Bur. 
. that leads me to the Second Thing. p 


We Z HE Puniſhment of this N which you 
find in this, and the two former Verſes; where there 


are ſeveral Things that FRO both a Divine and Hu- 


mane Juſtice. 
THEY that feck my Soul to tie it, ſhall 20 doen 
to the lower Parts of the Earth. The leaſt and weakeſt 
Senſe of theſe Words is, That they are to be degraded 
from their Honours. Inſtead of ſwelling with Titles, 
and basking themſelves in warm Employments, They 
| ſhall be reducd to a Station where Popular Scorn 
may reach em. Men ſhall clap their Hands at him, ane 
ſhall hiſs im out of hy Place, Arighteous Man hates 
Lying ; but a wicked Man is loathſom, and comes to 
Shame. He goes on, 
THEY ſhall be a Portion for Have. II you ks 
this ina Metaphorical Senſe, you will ſee their Sin 
| Enftanip'd upon their Puniſhment ; Thar the fly and 
| tricking Perſons who, led em into a Snare will leave 
em there; and as they had the Guilt to make em 
Knaves, will have the Triumph in ſhewing them Fools, 
That's one way of becoming a Portion for Foxes, 


Bur certainly 1t here fignifies, that Capital Juſtice 
ſhall be done upon them; They ſhall fall by the Sword ; 


| and their Carcaſes be left unbury a, as not worthy 


18 


he the Blood of thoſe that betrayed em. The Prophet 


— 
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to be rer into chat Earth which had groan d un- 
der their Oppreſſion. | 
AND then, in my Text you find, their n are 
to be ſtopped. No further Encouragement ſhall be 
given to em, their Schemes are unravell'd; they 
will either be totally filenr, or talk with a Confuſion 1 
that will but expoſe them, A Sword x upon the Lowe, Jer. 1 36. 
and they ſhall dote. Judgment will return unto Righrecuſ- P.. xc. 
neſs, and all the upright in Heart ſhall ii 
what a Sweep would the Hand of Juſtice take, if che 
| Mouths of thoſe Lyars were to be ſtop'd who have de- 
ceivd and bullyd ſo many Nations at once? Oh! 
Remember, remember, the Promiſes made to the ca- 
talonians, and ſee em all ſok d in the Blood of thoſe 
Brave People who waited for a vain Help. 5 " 
: JUSTICE upon Offenders, 1 is ſo far from ſully- tO l 
ing the Work of God i in the Reſcue of a People, tat | 
it is no ſmall part of their future Security. Nor can | 
the Privileges of a Nation be better cemented than in 


tells us, that there are Lenities which cannot be uſed 
bur ar the Publick Expence Let Favour be ſhewer to Ia. xxyig 
the Wicked, yet will he not learn Righteouſneſs 3 in the 9. * 
Land of Uprightneſs will he deal unjuſtly, and will not 
behold the Majeſty of the LORD. And it is a Maxim 
too Divine and Glorious to be drop d, He ſhall have 
Judgment without Mercy, who has ſhewed no Mercy. Da- 
vid was inſtructed to this in a very awful Way. At 
the Beginning of his Reign there was 4 Famine for three 2 Sam. i. 
Nears, and the Lord told him, It was for Saul; and for 1. — 
by bloady Houſe, becauſe in by Zeal to the Child-en of : 4 
Iſrael, he had ſlain the Gibeonires. Theſe People were | 
taken into League in Feſhua's Days; and tho' they 
are condemned to perpetual Service, to be Hewers of 
Mod and Drawers of Water; yet God will have Alli- 
ances to beſo Sacred, that an Injury ro Them ſhall keep 
his Wrath lowring over the Country, till ſeven Men 
of the Blood Royal were hang'd before the Palace 
Gates, in Gibeab cf Faul whom the Lord di coorfe. . 
AND we find the Jaſt Words of David uni form to 
pus, Which were a Direction to & lomon, He that rules » Sam. 
| | over xxiii 2, 
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And he wg be like the Light of the Morning when the Sun 


| fringing out of the Earth by a clear ſhining after Rain. 


Verſe he laments, that his Houſe is not fo with God, 
from what Sort of People this Danger would come 


bloody and oppreſſive Tempers inſinuated themſelves 


5 ye in the ſame Place 


the Gileadite, and let them be of thoſe that eat Bread at 
thy Table; for ſocame they to me when I fled becauſe of Ab- 
falom thy Brother. Bur he warn'd him apainſt the Errors 


1 ſongWeeping, and Arraign d rhe Rev olurion that God 
=__ 28am Wi. had wrought in Val. Come out then bl;ody Man, and thou 
8... Man (f Belial, the Lord has return'd upon thee all the 


ing that this Man, by Pretenſions to an carly Loyal- 


Servant did perverſly, in the Pay that my Lord the King 


Heart, for thy Servant does hnow that I have f nned ; 


 therefore;bebold m come this Day the firſt of ail the 2 
0 


| over Men muſt be juſt, ruling i in the Fear of the 24 


 Tifes ; even a Morning without Clouds, as the tender Graſs 


Theſe Metaphors deſcribe the Royal Equity that ſhall 
make proper Diſtributions of Puniſhment and Favour; 
to ſcatter them whoſe Works are in the dark, and to 
refreſh the Souls of the Poor and Needy. In the next 


and that he would not make it grow ;*burt he intimates, 
upon the Royal Family, as in Fact it did. Men of 


into Rehoboam's Favour, by giving ſuch Advice as coſt 
him ten Tribes at once. David ſeems to know before- 
hand what ſuch barbarous Counſels would bring his 
Grandſon to; The Sons of Belial ſhall be all of them 
thruſt away becauſe they cannot be taken with Hands; but 
the Man that ſhall touch them muſt be fenced with Fon, 
and the Staff of a Spear, and they Joan be ee, d with 


THIS is what he leſt with Solom-1upon his Dearh- | 


5 Bed to Regard thoſe who had own'd him in the time 
rKin. 11. 7. of his Adverſity. Show Kindeſs to the Sons of Barxillai 


of Clemency, as thar which himſelf had ſuffer'd by, | 
Fim i the Son of Gera had curſed David, as he went a- 


Blocd of the houſe of Saul, in whoſe ſtead thou haſt reigned. 


And yer, ſuch is the Force of Impudence and Fawn- 


Ch. X1X. ty, obrains his Pardon. Let not my Lord impute Ini- 
19. quity unto me, neither do thou remember that which thy 


went out of Feruſalem, that the King ſhould take it to his 
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of # Out to meet my Lord the King. Irs true, Ded 
was then ſo pleaſed with his Reſtauration, that he neg- 
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lects the Demands of publick Juſtice, and what he 
had vow'd to do. I will early deſtroy all the Miched of _ 


the Land, that I may cut off all Evil Doers from the Houſe PC ct. 8. 


of the Lord. But now he is going our of the World, 


he owns the Deficiencies of his Government. We 
muſt not think that he ſaid this from a private Re- 


venge, or that he was then deſerted by the Spirit of 


God. We are told the Reverſe of that, and muſt ra- 


ther ſuppoſe 1 it was the Lord that ſpake by him; that 
à Divine Sentence was then in the Mouth of the King, and Prov. xvi. 
His Lips did not tranſereſi i in Judgment, Thou haſt with thee , 
there, Shimei the Son of Gera, a Benjamite of Baburim, Kin. 11.8. 
who cuſed me with a grievous Cuiſe, in the Day when I $, 
went #0 Mabanaim; but he came down to meet me at Jor- 
dan, and I ſware to him by the Lord, ſaying, I will not put 
_ thee to Death by the Sword, Now therefore hold him not 
guiltleſs ; for thou art a wiſe Man, and knoweſt what thou 


oug hteſt to do to him; but his hoary Head bring thou 
down to the Grave with Blood. And, after Solrmon had 


gone through theſe Executions, i. e. turned out Abia- 
thar from being Prieſt of the Lord > ſlain Ad:niah, who 
ſaid the Kingdom was his by Right, and by the Death of 
Joab, had put away innocent Blood from the Houſe of his 


Father, and now had diſparch' d Shimei, it gave him a 
Proſpect of an eaſy Reign; he returns thus upon him 


ſelf. King Solomon ſhall be bleſt, and the Throne of Da- Ch. 111.45. | 
vid be eſtabliſhed for ever. Fs | 


AND, that the Mouth of 1 ſhould thus be 


ſtopped, agrees with thoſe Maxims that were im 
: preſs d upon himſelf, and which ſtand in ſuch a 
Light, that. they muſt convince whenever they are 
known. If a Ruler hearken to Lyes, all his Servants are Prov. 


wicked. They ſee either his Weakneſs, or his xxix. 12. 


Corruption; they will no longer regard him as a So- 


vereign, but either as a Child or a Fury. On the 
other Hand, when the King fits on the Throne of Judg- 


ment, he ſcatters away all Evil with his Eyes. Ch. xx. 8. 


A wiſe Ver. 26. 


King ſcatters the Wicked, and brings the Wheel over 
them. Nor can there be a Rejoycing in the Lord for the 


Prince 


| 4 . A TY Prince, or a Wen fo thoſe wh Smojr * "_ if be is 
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not the Miniſter of God for Good, but bears the Sword in 
vain, The Law is made for Lyars and penjur d Per- | 
ons. _ 
* THESE were che Views that David had, upon : 
his Acceſſion ro the Throne; thus he deſign d to live 
and Rule. That it was not in the Power of his 
Hand to go thorough with theſe noble Reſolutions, 
you may learn from an early Complaint : I am this 
Day weak, tho anointed King, and theſe Men, the Sons 


of Zerviah, are too hard for me - bur, under "this wo 


potence of Government, he referrs the Caſe to the 
Judge of all the Earth, who will do Right ; The Lord 
ſhall reward the Doer of Evil according to his Wickedneſs. 


Such a Government as I have here deſcribed, looks 


like that of a Redeemer, who, as the King Saints, : 
rejeyces in God; he is ese with the Oyl of Gladneſs 


above his Fellows: He has provided Glory, Honour, ; 
and Immortality for them that love him; bur Silence, 
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Confuſion and Torment to all Deceivers. | For into 
the Place where he lives ſhall noch; 
or works an Abomination, or loves and 11 * Lye: Zur 
the Throne of God, and of the Lamb ſhall be init, and his 
| Servants ſhall ſerve him; and they. ſhall ſee his os, and 5 
bis Name we fool be in An Fore- heads. 


Ain, 


enter chat defiles, | 
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